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William Austin Junior School 

 

Policy for Art 
 

Rationale 

Art embodies some of the highest forms of human creativity. A high-quality art and design education should engage, 

inspire and challenge pupils. It should equip them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, and allow them to 

design and craft their own pieces of artwork. As pupils progress, they should be able to think critically and develop a 

more rigorous understanding of art and design. They should also know how art and design both reflect and shape 

our history, and contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation.  

 

Aims 

The effective teaching of Art should enable our pupils to: 

• know about great artists, craft makers and designers, and understand the historical and cultural 

development of their art forms. 

• develop knowledge and understanding related to specific skills e.g. sketching or the effective use of mixed 

media. 

• become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpturing and other art and design techniques. 

• produce creative work, exploring  their thoughts and ideas and recording these experiences. 

• evaluate and analyse creative artworks as well as their own using the language of art, craft and design. 

 

Outcomes 

During the key stage, pupils will be given the opportunity to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding by: 

a) creating sketch books and recording their observations and using them to review and revisit ideas 

b) improving their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpturing with a 

range of materials (for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay) 

c) learning about great artists and designers in history 

 

Organisation 
Each year group teaches Art termly, thus teaching three Art units by the end of each year. Medium term plans are 

drawn up by the Art subject leader in conjunction with Senior Management. These show the lessons, activities and 

experiences that will be offered in each scheme, using the relevant programme of study. In addition, they show how 

lessons will be carried out, what resources are required and specify what the pupils are intended to achieve during 

the lesson from each focused task. Class teachers follow the medium-term plans to identify learning intentions, key 

vocabulary and differentiation. There is also a Skills Progression framework for Art, which demonstrates how the 

skills across the school develop in all year groups.  

 

During each year, Art and Design lessons should comprise activities that cover visual and tactile elements including: 

 

1. colour,  

2. pattern and texture, 

3. line and tone,  

4. shape, form and space. 

 

Across the Key Stage, children are given opportunities to develop Art and Design skills through: 

• observation work 

• investigating a range of materials and processes 

• using a range of tools and techniques 

• reviewing and evaluating their work and that of others. 

 

Teaching and Learning 

A variety of teaching styles are used and a range of learning experiences are offered. These include:  

• teacher modelling 

• explaining 
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• discussion (small group & whole class) 

• independent work   

• group activities 

• cross-curricular activities. 

 

Through the teaching of schemes of work, children are given a range of experiences in all year groups. Most schemes 

involve an element of skills and techniques, which are usually delivered through teacher modelling and independent 

or group tasks.  Learning intentions and expectations are made clear and pupils learn at their own level. Within each 

scheme, children are given the opportunity to use the skills and techniques they have learned to produce their own 

piece of work. This is an opportunity to create an independent piece in which children can make use of their own 

ideas and imagination. 

 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 

Assessment of the children's work is continuous. Lessons can be planned according to children's level of 

understanding or attainment in a particular lesson. Additional help or extension tasks can be given to individual 

children as and when required.  

 

Self-assessment through evaluation 

As self-evaluation plays a big part of artwork, children become aware of their own successes and failures and 

develop the ability to make or suggest improvements to their own work. This is particularly effective when task 

objectives are made clear at the outset. Pupils are also involved in the assessment of the work of their peers by 

being given opportunities to recognise achievements and also give advice on how to improve work. 

The teachers, in order to make an accurate assessment, use their judgement based on the lessons they have taught 

and the photographic evidence.  

At the end of each year the annual written report to parents provides comments on the pupils’ progress and their 

achievements in Art and Design. 

 

Parents' evenings also provide opportunities for: 

1. parents to discuss pupils’ achievements; 
2. teachers to show work to parents; 

3. parents to observe Art and Design work on display. 

 

Special Needs 

Pupils with special educational needs will be encouraged to participate in all Art and Design activities. This will be 

achieved through the support of the teacher, TA or other pupils, through appropriately differentiated 

tasks/activities, or by modifying tools. Where children are visually impaired or have difficulties manipulating tools, 

particular care must be paid both to their safety and the safety of others. As with all pupils, they should only be 

allowed to use equipment if they have been taught to do so and have demonstrated the ability to do so correctly 

and safely. 

 

Equal Opportunities 

All pupils will be given access to every aspect of the Art and Design curriculum. No child will be excluded from Art 

and Design activities on the basis of gender, ability, ethnic or cultural background. All pupils will be given the 

opportunity for success and will be shown that their work is of value. 

 

Resources  

The majority of resources are kept in a well-organised and labelled cupboard and classroom space. The stock is 

audited on a termly basis to ensure that appropriate resources are available for schemes to be taught.  Other 

resources are available from the Co-ordinator’s room or are purchased when required.  

 

Health and Safety 

Health and safety issues are always recorded on lesson plans and are explained to children at the start of every 

lesson. Staff are to refer to the Health and Safety policy if they have queries about the use of particular tools or 

materials, or they should see the Co-ordinator for current advice or legislation. Children are always taught to use 

tools and equipment safely and correctly and are always supervised when necessary. 
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Gifted and Talented 

Children identified as gifted and talented in art will be given the opportunity to extend their knowledge and develop 

new skills. Children who have shown a real talent for Art may also be given the Art Award in Celebration assembly. 

This is where they are given a certificate and activity pack to recognise and celebrate their talents. This is on a termly 

basis.  

 

This policy will be monitored and reviewed by the Art Co-ordinator every two years. 

Policy updated:   April 2025 

 

Staff responsible: Art Co-ordinator 

 

This policy was ratified by the Governing body on: 7th May 2025 

Signed on behalf of the Governing Body:   (signature) 

       M. Kashif - Chair of Governors    (printed) 

 


