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About our calculation policy 

The following calculation policy has been designed by White Rose Maths to 
support a mastery approach to teaching and learning and has been designed to 
support the aims and objectives of the New National Curriculum. 

Age stage expectations 

The calculation policy includes guidance as to which methods to use in each 
year group. 

Manipulatives 

We believe that all children, when introduced to a new method, should have 
the opportunity to build competency through a Concrete �t Pictorial �t Abstract 
approach. 

Concrete �tchildren should have the opportunity to use concrete objects and 
manipulatives to help them understand what they are doing. 

Pictorial �t alongside this children should use pictorial representations. These 
representations can then be used to help reason and solve problems. 

Abstract �t both concrete and pictorial representations should support 
understanding of abstract methods. 

Choosing a calculation method 
Children will need to be taught and encouraged to use the following processes 
in deciding what approach they will take to a calculation, to ensure they select 
the most appropriate methods for the numbers involved: 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


