
 

History Progression at William Austin Junior School 
Children should have developed an understanding of history in KS1 and some of the key skills used; comparing the past and present and talking about similarities and differences, working with primary and 

secondary sources to understand that our knowledge of the past comes from evidence and also, how events fit in a chronological framework. At William Austin Infant School, this is all explored by learning about 

the Great Fire of London, Luton in the past, the lives of explorers such as Neil Armstrong and Christopher Columbus, the seaside in the past and present and the life of Roald Dahl. 

 

Progression in history involves developing historical perspective  by placing growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; 

between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between short and long term timescales. 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

1. Chronological knowledge and 

understanding 

Know and understand a history 

of these islands as a coherent, 

chronological narrative, how 

people’s lives have shaped this 
nation and how Britain has 

influenced the wider world. 

Know and understand  

significant aspects of the 

history of the wider world; 

nature of ancient civilisations; 

the expansion and dissolution 

of empires; characteristics 

features of past non-European 

societies; achievements and 

follies of mankind 

• Make ‘bronze’ out of chocolate 
to show how people moved 

from making tools out of stone 

and moved to metal (Stone 

Age lesson 5) 

• Place 5 main events leading up 

to the formation of the Roman 

empire on a timeline (Romans 

lesson 2) 

• Map Roman Roads and explain 

how they were constructed 

(Romans lesson 6) 

• Draw and label Roman gods 

and goddesses (Romans lesson 

11) 

• Show understanding how the 

Romans have shaped Britain 

today (Romans lesson 12) 

• Explain why Anglo Saxons came to 

Britain (Anglo Saxons lesson 2) 

• Create a timeline of the reign of 

King Ethelred (Vikings lesson 5) 

• Compare crimes from different 

time periods, writing a balanced 

argument (Crime & Punishment 

lesson 6) 

• Identify and record significant 

events in the history of Luton 

and mark on a timeline (Luton 

lesson 1) 

• Explore different topics related 

to Luton’s role in WWII (Luton 
lesson 5) 

• Identify regions of the Silk 

Road on a map and create a 

table of main exports (Early 

Islamic Civilisation lesson 2) 

• Search for and retrieve 

information about Baghdad 

(Early Islamic Civilisation  

lessons 3 & 4) 

• Place events and figures in the 

Golden Age of Islam in 

chronological order (Early 

Islamic Civilisation lesson 6) 

• Use a timeline to record 

significant events in the lead 

up to WWII (WWII lesson 2) 

• Compare past and present 

and debate statements 

(WWII lesson 6) 

• Read, write and translate 

hieroglyphics (Egypt 1 lesson 

2 

• Use the 5Ws to write about 

the pyramids (Egypt 1 lesson 

3) 

• Use the significance of 

Egyptian headdresses to 

design own version (Egypt 2 

lesson 1) 

• Write a paragraph about the 

importance of the River Nile 

(Egypt 2 lesson 3) 

2. Historical terms 

Gain and deploy a historically 

grounded understanding of 

abstract terms such as  

empire, civilisation, parliament 

and peasantry 

 

• Use evidence to know why the 

Romans invaded Britain 

(Romans lesson 5) 

 

• Write reasons why the Roman 

Empire fell (A Saxons lesson 1) 

 

• Discuss advantages and 

disadvantages of monarchy, 

oligarchy and democracy 

(Greeks lesson 4) 

• Write an explanation about the 

spread of the Islamic 

Civilisation (Early Islamic 

Civilisation lesson 1) 

• Create diagrams showing 

social hierarchy in ancient 

Egypt (Egypt 2 lesson 2) 

• Comprehension linked to the 

fall of the Egyptian empire 

(Egypt 2 lesson 6) 

3. Historical concepts 

understand continuity and 

change, cause and 

consequence, similarity, 

difference and significance and 

use them to make 

• Compare Palaeolithic and 

Mesolithic periods (Stone Age 

lesson 2) 

• Write an explanation of what 

Palaeolithic and Mesolithic 

• Write about King Alfred the Great 

and how he joined kingdoms to 

form England (Anglo Saxons 

lesson 3) 

• Write about features of a Viking 

home (Vikings lesson 2) 

• Compare life in Athens and 

Sparta (Greeks lesson 2) 

• Analyse the reasons for Greek 

victory (Greeks lesson 3) 

• Identify Ancient Greek 

practices and comparing to 

• Explain why Britain went to 

war with Germany (WWII 

lesson 2) 

• Write an evacuee letter 

home, imagining they have 



 

 

connections, draw contrasts, 

analyse trends, frame 

historically-valid questions and 

create their own structured 

accounts including written 

narratives and analyses 

 

people ate (Stone Age lesson 

3) 

• Write about the changes seen 

in Neolithic times in relation to 

farming (Stone Age lesson 4) 

• Write about why did Iron Age 

people live in hill forts? (Stone 

Age lesson 6) 

• Explore why the Roman army 

was so powerful (Romans 

lessons 3 & 4) 

• Compare Roman life to Celtic 

life (Romans lesson 7 & 8) 

• Look at causes and 

consequences of Boudicca’s 
revolt (Romans lesson 9) 

• Write about Anglo Saxon 

punishments, compared to 

punishments today (Vikings lesson 

4) 

• Write a comparison between 

Edward the Confessor and 

Ethelred (Vikings lesson 6) 

• Summarise common crimes in the 

21st century (Crime & Punishment 

lesson 1) 

• Create a fact file about Roman 

crime and punishment (Crime & 

Punishment lesson 2) 

• Write about whether crimes in the 

Early Modern Period deserve to 

be punished so harshly (Crime & 

Punishment lesson 5) 

modern day religious practices 

(Greeks lesson 5) 

• Create a cultural evolution 

map of Luton over time (Luton 

lesson 6) 

• Design a prospectus to 

encourage scholars to visit the 

House of Wisdom (Early 

Islamic Civilisation lesson 5) 

been evacuated (WWII 

lesson 5   

• Use notes to write the 

process of mummification 

(Egypt 1 lesson 5 & 6) 

• Re-write a narrative story 

linked to Egyptian 

gods/goddesses (Egypt 2 

lesson 4) 

• Create a Venn diagram 

comparing ancient Greece 

and Egypt (Egypt 2 lesson 5) 

4. Historical enquiry 

How evidence (sources)  is 

used to make historical claims, 

discern how and why 

contrasting arguments and 

interpretations of the past 

have been constructed and 

communicating ideas  

• Interpret evidence, make 

predictions based upon 

artefacts (Stone Age lesson 1, 

Romans lesson 1) 

• Write explanations why 

Hadrian’s wall was built 
(Romans lesson 10) 

 

• Draw pictures and write about 

Anglo Saxon homes, work & 

children (Anglo Saxons lesson 4) 

• Using Anglo Saxon artefacts 

predict what they were used for  

(Anglo Saxons lesson 5) 

• Compare and contrast Anglo 

Saxon and modern burials (Anglo 

Saxons lesson 6) 

• Make a Viking longboat (Vikings 

lesson 1) 

• Identify names and roles of Viking 

gods (Vikings lesson 3) 

• Use the artefacts to research, 

evaluate evidence and make 

interpretations (Crime & 

Punishment lesson 4) 

 

• Use Greek artefacts to make 

predictions about how an 

object was used (Greeks 

lesson1) 

• Compare Ancient Greek 

Olympics to modern day 

Olympics (Greeks lesson 6) 

• Sort and debate advantages 

and disadvantages of booming 

hat industry (Luton lesson 2) 

• Debate impact of the railway 

and identify positive and 

negative impacts of its 

development (Luton lesson 3) 

•  Compare primary and 

secondary sources of history, 

discussing reliability (Luton 

lesson 4) 

 

• Use artefacts to infer and 

make predictions about their 

use (WWII lesson 1)  

• Use the language of 

propaganda to create 

posters based upon the 

home front (WWII lesson 3) 

• Write a summary of the Blitz 

including impact on Britain 

and its citizens (WWII lesson 

4) 

• Formulate questions based 

upon Egyptian artefacts 

(Egypt 1 lesson 1) 

• Write a paragraph about 

Tutankhamun based upon 

artefacts found in the tomb 

(Egypt 1 lesson 4) 

 


