
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

   

Attendance Target = 96%+ 

Attendance for w/e 27.03.26 Attendance for w/e 17.04.26 

  Classes who met 
target 

96% + 

Most improved    
attendance 

  Classes who met 
target 

96% + 

Most 
improved 

attendance 

Y3 South America  
Europe 

South America Y3 Asia 

Europe 

Africa 

Africa 

Y4 Hokusai  
Hepworth 

 

Hokusai  Y4 Hokusai No class 

Y5 Neptune 

Jupiter 

Neptune Y5 Neptune 

Saturn 

Saturn  

Y6 Johnson – 100% 

Hawking 

 

Johnson Y6 Johnson – 100% 

Hawking 

Jemison 

Jemison 

JUNIOR NEWS EXPRESS 

24TH April 2026 

Follow us on X - @WilliamAustinJS 

‘Kindness’ 
Dear families 

Welcome to this edition of our newsletter. I hope you all had a lovely break over the Easter holiday.  

Summer uniform 

Our summer uniform can now be worn. All pupils can wear the blue polo shirt with trousers, skirt, or tailored grey shorts. For girls the blue and white 

gingham dress with white leggings is also an option.  

Homework gallery 

We had another really colourful 3D homework gallery last Tuesday. Y5 had been working on cookie packaging after their cookie topic in DT. Y4 made 

robots out of junk materials and Y3 made fantasy monsters. Y6 were busy revising for their SATs tests so did not have a 3D project this holiday. I 

know they are ready for their SATs which take place in May. 

              
Enrichment 

Last week, some of our Y3/4 pupils took part in a multisports tournament at Sixth Form. Well done to all our pupils who took part. As ever, thank you to 

Mr Osborne and Mr Britten for taking them. 

Y3 pupils were able to take part in a science workshop this week all about light which is part of their science topic.  

Y5 classes have been hatching and looking after chicks over the last two weeks as part of their science unit on lifecycles. I have to say, the chicks are 

really cute! 

 
Next week our Y4 pupils are visiting Hazard Alley in Milton Keynes to learn about keeping safe in a variety of different situations. I know they will 

learn so much and be able to apply that knowledge in their lives both in and out of school. Our Y3/4 mixed cricket team are also taking part in a 

tournament next week – good luck to them. 

Pond 

I hope you have been able to notice the difference to the pond after all the hard work from Mr Bowler and Mr Donnelly. Our premises team have 

worked really hard to change the liner and re-lay the paving stones. Children in our nurture groups have been busily painting stones and have decorated 

the edges of the pond. Do have a look as you walk by – it’s back to being beautiful again. 

 
Have a lovely weekend. 

 

Mrs Adams 
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Take a look at this week’s  

Asia -Musa 

Hepworth - Manha 

Venus - Madhiya 

Johnson -Amna 

 Year 3 

It has been a great start to a new term in Year 3. The children have returned to school focussed and eager to learn. In Maths, we have been adding 

and subtracting fractions as well as finding fractions of amounts. In English, we have started a new unit about fractured fairytales. The children have 

loved learning about ‘The Elves and the Storymaker’ and ‘Jack and the Jelly Beanstalk’. We can’t wait to see their own fractured fairytales next week. 
Year 3 also have taken part in a Fab Science workshop this week and they loved conducting all the mini experiments. We also have lots of very scary 

monsters lurking around our Year 3 corridor. Thank you so much for those who supported their children with making their homework projects during 

the holidays – they are fantastic! Thank you again for all your support.  

Mrs High and the Year 3 team.         Year 4 

The children have returned to school with a fantastic attitude towards their learning and are showing real enthusiasm as we move through the 

Summer Term. They are working hard towards their targets and beginning to think ahead to their transition to Year 5. In science, the children are 

enjoying developing their skills in data collection and representation, which will support their upcoming learning about habitats. Across the curriculum, 

children are showing pride in their work and growing confidence as learners. As the Multiplication Tables Check (MTC) approaches, it is really 

important that children continue to practise their times tables regularly at home using TTRS to build speed and accuracy. Please also continue to 

support your child by listening to them read regularly and encouraging them to complete their daily homework. Thank you for your continued support.  

Ms Ahmed and the Year 4 team. 

Year 5 

Year 5 have returned to school rested and ready to learn.  In English, we’ve started exploring instruction texts – How to abseil into a volcano - the 

answer may surprise you! In Maths, we’re closing our work on statistics and are looking forward to classifying, reading and drawing angles.  In science, 

we will be concluding our learning on plant reproduction and living things.  Thank you for your support with the children’s learning at home, please do 
ensure that your child reads for ten minutes daily – remember to sign their reading records! 

Mrs Hussain and the Year 5 team. 

       Year 6 

Year 6 have enjoyed a busy and productive start back after the holidays. We have now reached the end of our geometry learning; the children have 

impressed and are able to calculate missing angles on straight lines, in full turns, triangles and quadrilaterals. In preparation for the upcoming SATs 

tests, we are now revising some key areas. Children have shown lots of interest in our history topic about Ancient Egypt: they have written 

instructions about the process of mummification and created headdresses using photos of their faces. Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr Gilligan and the Year 6 team. 

 

D&T Mrs Mufti  

In the Spring term, our pupils have enjoyed developing their creativity and technical expertise in Design and Technology. In Year 3, children 

explored shell structures, drawing on their mathematical knowledge of 3D shapes to design and create their own treasure boxes. Year 4 pupils 

applied their understanding of science to develop electrical devices, exploring circuits to create lamp shades. In Year 5, children investigated 

nutritional labels on existing cookies, designed their own packaging, and baked delicious cookies using key skills such as accurate measuring. Finally, 

Year 6 explored existing board games, identifying the different types of electrical energy used (such as sound, movement, and light), before 

evaluating these and constructing their own fun and engaging electrical board games. It has been wonderful to see pupils applying their learning in 

such practical and imaginative ways. 



 

Family workers  

Dear Families, 
 

We hope all our families enjoyed a lovely half term, creating lots of special memories with your children. To all those families who 
supported their children with half-term projects—well done! They all looked amazing, and it was clear how much thought, time, and effort 
went into each one. 
 

 

 

 

Car Safety 

 

A reminder for our parents: 
• Children travelling in a car must use a car seat or booster seat until they’re 12 years old or 135 centimetres tall, whichever comes 

first 

• Children over 12 or more than 135cm tall must wear a seat belt. 
• You can choose a child car seat based on your child’s height or weight. 

Please protect your children when travelling it is your responsibility. 
 

Are you concerned about your child’s behaviour? 

Do you have questions you’d like to discuss with mental health services? 

Are you looking for practical strategies and techniques to support your child with sleep, anxiety, or emotional difficulties?  

If you would like to discuss any concerns with a CAMHS professional, please book a 15-minute appointment via www.scopay.com using the 
Parent Evening tab. 
 

 

WAJ Breakfast Club  
 

  

 

 

 

Breakfast at William Austin Junior School is free, it’s fun and its’ for everyone!  
Why not book your child in and give it a go!  Your child is welcome to come for one 
day or for the whole week, it’s your choice. 

 

Call school office or Family Workers 01582 509121 to book your child. 
 

Cycling to School 
 

As we begin the summer term, it has been wonderful to see more children 

cycling to school. Research shows that children who cycle to school often arrive 

feeling more alert and ready to learn, which can positively impact both cognitive 

function and academic performance. 

We kindly remind all parents that they have a duty of care to ensure that if 

their child cycles to school, they must wear a cycle helmet. Helmets are crucial 

in keeping children safe, as they can reduce the risk of head injuries by up to 

85% and fatal injuries by 65-88%. Studies also show that approximately 90% 

of brain injuries and 65% of facial injuries in children can be prevented by 

wearing a helmet. 

https://www.headway.org.uk/news-and-campaigns/action-for-brain-

injury/awareness-and-education/cycle-safety/ 

 

https://www.headway.org.uk/news-and-campaigns/action-for-brain-injury/awareness-and-education/cycle-safety/
https://www.headway.org.uk/news-and-campaigns/action-for-brain-injury/awareness-and-education/cycle-safety/


 

 

 

 


