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JUNIOR NEWS EXPRESS 

               17rd July 2026 

Follow us on X - @WilliamAustinJS 

The Rule of Law 

Dear families 

Welcome to this final edition of our Newsletter for the end of the summer term. 

It’s been a really busy end to the term and school year. Well done to all the pupils for all their hard work throughout the year. Thank you to all the staff who  

have worked so hard to support the pupils – I hope you all have a well-deserved holiday. Our Y6 pupils have done really well with their SATs results and we are 

so proud of them. 

Leavers’ Lunch 
We are looking forward to our leavers’ lunch today where the Y6 classes have chosen their favourite lunch for the whole school to enjoy. This year it is 

macaroni cheese or hot dog in a bun with chips. Pudding will be chocolate brownie which I know is an absolute favourite!  

Y6 Leavers’ BBQ 

We had a lovely time at the annual Y6 Leavers’ BBQ. It was great to get together as a year group to say goodbye to the Y6 pup ils who have done the school 

proud! We will miss you all but know you will all be really successful. Thank you to all the staff who have helped organise this. 

Thank you parents 

I would like to thank you all for your support during this year. We really value working in partnership with you and know that with your help, and the skills of 

the teaching and support staff the children have been able to learn, grow and develop skills which will help them in their journey to the new school year, be it 

here at William Austin, or for the Y6 pupils, at their new high schools.    

Goodbye 

We are saying goodbye to a number of staff at the end of term. Mrs Ali, one of our TAs, is leaving to train to be a teacher after completing her degree. We 

wish her lots of luck in her new role and hope she will successfully pass her final school experience in a Luton Primary school.  

Mrs Wilson has returned from her maternity leave, so we are saying goodbye and thankyou to Mrs Mufti. I do hope that one day Mrs Mufti will be able to 

return to WAJ as she has been an amazing Y5 teacher and member of staff.   

Mrs Parkar is retiring after nearly 13 years here and 36 years as a teacher in Luton. As I said in a previous newsletter, Mrs Parkar’s contribution to WAJ has 
been outstanding and we will all really miss her. Mrs Parkar came from Maidenhall Primary in December 2013, for one term on a secondment, and then stayed 

as a permanent member of staff. She has been a caring and dedicated deputy head, supporting pupils and parents across the school, working very closely with 

the Family Workers and Behaviour TAs to really strengthen the work that they do with our most vulnerable pupils.  I know you will all join with me in wishing 

Mrs Parkar the happiest of retirements where she will have more time to spend travelling, gardening and spending time with her grandchildren.  

I would like to thank these members of staff for their hard work and dedication to our pupils, staff and school over many years. We all wish you the very best 

for the future. 

Good luck to all of our Y6 pupils at high school – we know you will work hard and impress your new teachers – as you have done here for four years. I hope all 

the Y3, Y4 and Y5 pupils have a restful summer holiday and come back in September ready for the start of a new school year.  

Enjoy the summer holiday, take care and we look forward to welcoming all the pupils back on Wednesday 2nd September. 

Have a great summer holiday. 

Mrs Adams 
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Great British Summer Savings 

From 25 June to 1 September 2026, the Government is temporarily cutting VAT from 20% to 5% on 

children's meals in restaurants, children and family tickets to cinemas, theatres, concerts and 

exhibitions, and admission to a wide range of attractions. Combined with free bus travel during August 

for children aged 5 to 15 in England, families and young people will be able to enjoy experiences that 

make summer special, including visits to the kinds of cultural and educational attractions that enrich 

children's lives outside the classroom. 

As part of this campaign, we have launched an attraction finder website which allows families to type in 

their postcode and find participating venues near them to make the most of summer savings. To use the 

attraction finder, please visit https://summersavings.gov.uk. 

file://///fileserver/staff$/Curriculum/REPROGRAPHICS%20FOLDER/NEWSLETTER/2025-26/21st%20November%2025/21st%20Nov%202025.docx
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Neptune - Hassan Jemison - Ayyan 

 Year 3 

It has been a busy last few weeks in Year 3. The children really enjoyed showcasing their artwork in our gallery this week and loved sharing this with 

their family and friends. In English, the children have been writing about their favourite memories of Year 3, and it has been lovely listening to 

everything they have enjoyed doing. Their writing has reminded us just how many special moments we have shared together this year. As we come to 

the end of the school year, we would like to say how proud we are of the children's achievements. They have worked incredibly hard, challenged 

themselves, and should be proud of everything they have accomplished. Last of all, we would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the 

support you have given the Year 3 staff and children this year and we wish you a lovely Summer break. 

Mrs High and the Year 3 Team  

       Year 4 

Year 4 have had a busy and enjoyable few weeks! Last week, the children took part in the Sports for All activities and had a fantastic time. As part of 

their DT unit, they made their own pizzas and designed and created pizza boxes to package them and take them home. As we come to the end of the 

school year, I would like to say how proud we are of the children’s achievements. Thank you to all parents and carers for your continued support. Please 

encourage your children to continue reading for pleasure over the summer. Have a wonderful and relaxing break!  

Ms Ahmed and the Year 4 team. 

Year 5 

Year 5 have been working incredibly hard in all areas of learning and we’re coming to the end of our Chinese Cinderella unit in English.  In maths, we’re 
continuing to work with converting units of measure – do have a go at converting measures at home too!  Those of us who stayed for camping had an 

incredible experience, we slept (and stayed awake!) beneath the stars, built fires, tried our hand at archery and developed our leadership skills, all in 

one night!  We thank you for your continued support this year, it has been a pleasure teaching the children and we wish them the very best for year 6. 

Mrs Hussain and the Year 5 team.     

Year 6 

Year 6 thoroughly enjoyed their Sports for All Day where they took part in some new and exciting sports: caving and fencing were particularly popular! 

In addition, we enjoyed a super end-of-year trip to Wicksteed Park; children were very brave and loved the log flume and the treetop walk! This week, 

children have been learning about the physical and emotional changes they will experience during puberty and have approached this important learning 

in a mature way. Year 6 teachers are very proud of the achievements of our Year 6 children and their achievements this year. We’d like to thank 
parents for their ongoing support and wish the children the best of luck for their new high schools.  

Mr Gilligan and the Year 6 team. 

 

 

 

Year 6 Prefects – Mr Gilligan   

I have been incredibly proud of our Year 6 Prefects this year. They have approached every responsibility with maturity, kindness and enthusiasm, 

always willing to help wherever they are needed. Whether supporting younger children during indoor lunchtimes, helping in the library, sorting reading 

cards each week or presenting awards in assemblies, they have made a real difference to school life. They have also represented the school brilliantly 

at important events and, through the Keep Luton Tidy campaign, helped to care for our local community by litter-picking around local streets and 

Blundell Park. They have been wonderful role models throughout the year and I know they will continue to make us proud as they begin the next stage 

of their journey at high school. 

 

South America  - Seher Hokusai - Kinza 

Take a look at this week’s  



 

 

 

 

Dear Parents,  

We are extremely proud of all our children who have continued to read the selected books from our Reading Champion Competition. 

We have awarded over 300 bronze badges, 180 silver badges and over 100 gold badges since January. Incredible! 

A special "well done" goes to our newest Reading Champions! These children have successfully read 20 books, and passed quizzes 

from the specially selected 25. Reaching this milestone takes real commitment, and we are immensely proud of their achievement.  

Goodall-  Hadeeqa 

Curie-   Zaynab 

Abrish 

Zirwa 

Sumayyah 

Manahal 

Johnson-  Jameela 

Maryam 

Nasaybah 

Jemison –  Aahil 

Hawking-  Murtaza 

Jupiter-  Rayaan 

Saturn-  Tajwar 

Venus-   Abu-Baker 

Eesha 

Baker-   Hanifa 

David 

Mikaeel 

Shakeel 

Sayyam 

Jad 

Ismaeel 

Hokusai-  Ahmad 

Selsebil 

Sufiyan 

Van Gogh –  Alishba 

Aurora 

Hepworth –  Daniel 

Dawud 

South America – Yusuf 
Jibran 

Zainab 

Maahum 

Asia-   Manha 

Mikaeel 

Eshal 

Nishiv 

Europe-  Eliza 

 

Thank you for your continued support in fostering a love of reading at home.  

Mrs Compton  

 

 

Year of Reading 2026 

Reading Champions Competition 



 

 

 

 

 

Have you started the Summer Reading Challenge:  
Read to the Beat? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why not visit your local library and explore the fantastic selection of music-themed books on 

this year’s reading list? With your library card, you can even borrow a hand drum or ukulele 
and bring your reading journey  

to life through music! 

We’d love to see your musical talents in action. Send your performances 
to lutonmusicservice@luton.gov.uk or tag us on social media for a chance to be entered into 

our prize draw. 

Check out the website https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/home-zone-src 

So, pick up a book, grab an instrument, and get ready to Read to the Beat! 🎶📚🥁🎸 

Watch the video and find out more: https://youtu.be/ai7W1QM7mR8 

 

 

Don’t forget to bring in your certificate in September to 

share with us in assembly.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lutonmusicservice@luton.gov.uk
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/home-zone-src
https://youtu.be/ai7W1QM7mR8


 

Dear Families,  
 

As we are approaching the end of our Academic year, we would like to thank all our Year 6 parents 
for all their support whilst their child has been at WAJ. Good luck to all our Y6 pupils, we will miss 
you and hope you come back and see us!  
 

Brighton Seaside Trip 
  
A text message will be going out to all of those families attending, informing where  
to meet and at what time. Please do not park in the school car park. 
 

Summer Workshops 
 

We will be running some workshops in the summer holidays.  Please look out for further information 
via text or email. These will consist of a movie day, art and craft days and a baking day. 
 

Breakfast Club 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally …. 
 

Thank you to all our families who have been with us since Year 3. We have valued your support and 
welcome you anytime to join in the Family Centre activities, coffee mornings, community cooking etc. 
Have a fun filled safe summer holiday with children making great memories. 
 

 

 

 

 

8:00am – 8:30am 

It’s fun, It’s FREE, It’s for everyone 

 

Looking forward to welcoming siblings and cousins from 

William Austin Infant School. 
 


